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Vicinity Map: 1533 San Miguel Ave 

IV. BACKGROUND
New State requirements regarding local government regulation of “accessory dwelling units”
(ADUs) became effective on January 1, 2017. The Legislature amended Government Code
section 65852.2 to modify the requirements that local governments may apply to ADUs with the
intent of removing development barriers. Government Code 65852.2 states that ADU
applications “shall be considered ministerially without discretionary review or a hearing.”
However, 65852.2 does not “supersede or in any way alter or lessen the effect or application of
the California Coastal Act, except that the local government shall not be required to hold public
hearings for coastal development permit applications for accessory dwelling units.” (Gov. Code,
§ 65852.2, subdivision (j)).
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On April 18, 2017, the California Coastal Commission published a memorandum clarifying how 
local jurisdictions should apply the new regulations in the Coastal Zone. The memorandum 
clarifies that although attached ADU applications can be exempt from Coastal Development 
Permits, detached units do not qualify for an exemption. However, detached units which involve 
no potential for any adverse effect on coastal resources and are consistent with Chapter 3 policies 
of the Coastal Act, do qualify for a Coastal Development Permit “waiver.” In the City of Santa 
Barbara, this “waiver” is known as a “Coastal Development Permit without hearing.” 
Pursuant to SBMC §28.44.110, the Staff Hearing Officer is the designated decision-maker on the 
Coastal Development Permit (SBMC 28.44.110.C) and a public hearing is not required, although 
public notice is required. 

V. SITE INFORMATION AND PROJECT STATISTICS
A. SITE INFORMATION

Applicant: Dennis Thompson 
Property Owner: Rodoni Family Trust 
Site Information 
Parcel Number: 045-131-030 Lot Area: 11,656 sf
General Plan: Low Density 
Residential Max. 5 DU/AC Zoning: E-3/SD-3

Existing Use: Single Residential Topography: 13%
Adjacent Land Uses 

North - Street East - Residential 
South - Residential West - Residential 

B. PROJECT STATISTICS

Existing Primary Proposed ADU 
Living Area 1,142 sf no change 
Garage     239 sf no change 
Accessory Space None 449 sf 
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2. A Building permit for the work authorized by the coastal development permit is issued prior

to the expiration date of the approval.

3. The Community Development Director grants an extension of the coastal development

permit approval. The Community Development Director may grant up to three (3) one-year

extensions of the coastal development permit approval. Each extension may be granted upon

the Director finding that: (i) the development continues to conform to the Local Coastal

Program, (ii) the applicant has demonstrated due diligence in completing the development,

and (iii) there are no changed circumstances that affect the consistency of the development

with the General Plan or any other applicable ordinances, resolutions, or other laws.
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